
 

Whoôs That Girl? 
By: Katie Metcalf, Section Editor 

As the curtain rose upon Arianna 

Morgan, Derek Newton, and Pat 

Bruce, a mysterious voice came from 

the back of the auditorium. Unlike 

any voice normally heard throughout 

Limestoneôs halls, this voice was ex-

tremely unique and haunting. Who 

was this girl? And what did she do to 

make her voice sound so enchanted? 

 

This year, the fall play was the classic 

fable Beauty and the Beast. It was not 

based off the Disney version, so there 

were no singing teapots or candlesð

however, there was a talking rug, 

feather duster, and clock played by Joe 

Schweickert, Taylor Floyd, and Devin 

McClasky. The play was produced by 

Mr. Bell, who brought in two experts 

as directorsðBrittany Christensen and 

Brandon Chandler. They chose the play together because Brittany and Bran-

don both loved the story as children and Mr. Bell believes it is a story that 

everyone can relate to. 

 

The play starred Arianna Morgan as Belle and Pat Bruce as the Beast. Some 

other major supporting characters included Derek Newton as the Prince, Sam  

Meismer as the Old Woman, Cameron Baker as Greedo, Kyle Cloninger as-

Graspo, and Jona Hall as Madame Rondeau, Belleôs mother. The cast was an 

eclectic mix of seniors, juniors, sophomores, and freshmen. All cast members 

did an excellent job, especially for having so little time to prepare. 

 

As the narration from the beginning of the play continued, the voice was mov-

ing down the aisle and the speakerôs identity was finally revealed. Sam Meismer 

was the woman with the enchanted voiceðthe narrator of this tale. But it was 

not only her voice that was utilized superblyðher acting skills were phenome-

nal. Her role was only one many great actors on the stage, though. Derek played 

the prince with absolute arrogance; Cameron and Kyle displayed downright 

greed; and Arianna showed as much pure innocence as a young child. 

 

For the most part, the story followed the same plot as the Disney version. There 

were some changes, of course. There was no Gaston or dancing furniture, and 

the Beast first captured Belleôs mother instead of her father. In the end, though, 

everything was still the same. The Beast still saved Belle, the ball still brought 

them together, the Beast still offered to let Belle leave, and the Beast still... 

well, letôs just say the Beast got a happy ending. 

 

As the curtain closed, the cast got a standing ovation from the audience. This 

yearôs fall play was a direct contrast from last yearôs playðWait Until Dark, a 

dramatic thriller. Beauty and the Beast was a family-friendly classic tale of 

friendship, loyalty, and love. It was definitely an event worth seeing and left 

you eagerly anticipating this yearôs spring musical. 

Arianna Morgan (left) and Pat Bruce 

(right) perform their roles as Belle and 

the Beast from this yearôs fall play 

Beauty and the Beast. 
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From the desk of the Principal 

Part two in six part series about your Beliefs, Experiences, and Choices 

When Roger Bannister announced in 1952 that he would be the first man to 

run a mile in less than four minutes, society thought he was crazy.  For years 

the world believed that it was impossible for a human being to run one mile 

in less than four minutes.  Roger Bannister proved the world wrong in 1954.  

As a result of changing one single belief, within one year, 37 runners ran a 

mile in under four minutes.  This story demonstrates that there is no more 

powerful force in human behavior than belief.  Your beliefs have the power 

to create and the power to destroy. 

 

Your beliefs determine the choices you make.  Your choices will determine 

the experiences you have.  Those experiences will reinforce your beliefs.  

For example, letôs imagine that I believe I am not good at math.  Maybe my 

parents told me so when I was a kid.  Maybe I failed a math test or two in 

grade school.  For whatever ñreason,ò I believe I am not good at math.  Be-

cause of this belief, I make the choice not to complete my math homework.  

My thoughts are, ñWhy should I do my math homework?  I am not good at 

math anyway, so doing my homework wonôt make a difference.ò  Based on 

my belief about my lack of math ability, I choose not to do my math home-

work.  What will I experience when I take the math test at the end of the 

week?  When the test is returned with a big red ñFò at the top, I think, ñYep!  

I knew I was bad at math and this proves it.ò  This experience reinforces my 

belief that I am bad at math.  And thus, the negative or limiting belief cycle 

continues. 

Your beliefs are not right or wrong, they are empowering or limiting.  Em-

powering beliefs will cause you to reach for your goals because you make 

choices that will lead to success.  Limiting beliefs, on the other hand, hold 

you back from reaching your goals because you make choices that sabotage 

success.  You hold the power to make a conscious choice to replace limiting 

beliefs with ones that empower you.  Letôs go back to my limiting belief that 

I am bad at math.  To change my belief from one of failure to one of success, 

I begin to tell myself that I am good at math.  I make the choice to complete 

my math homework to prove that I am good at math.  As a result of doing 

my math homework, I earn a passing grade on my math test and experience 

success.  I think, ñI knew I could do it.  I can do math!ò  Thus begins the em-

powering belief of success. 

 

Examine your beliefs.  Discover those beliefs that limit you.  Make the 

choice to change your limiting beliefs into empowering beliefs that will lead 

to success.  One of the major differences between those individuals who suc-

ceed and those who do not is their belief systemða collection of beliefs 

about themselves and their capabilities.  

 

ñTo accomplish great things, we must not only act, but also dream; not only 

plan, but also believe." - Anatole France 
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Student Spotlight  
By: Madison Smith,  

Section Editor 

Name: Kelsey Kauffman 

Year in school: Senior 

Favorite Class: Architecture 

Favorite Food: Hardees Hamburgers 

Favorite Music: 3 Doors Down 

Favorite Movies: Limitless and Bridesmaids 

Favorite TV Show: Big Bang Theory 

Goals after High School: Get architectural license 

If I had a million dollars I wouldé pay off my 

car and put lights in the soccer field. 

Student Spotlight  
By: Chayse Cairns,  

Section Editor 

Name: Jeff Chiaravalle 

Year in school: Freshman 

Favorite Class: Health 

Favorite Food: Nachos 

Favorite Music: Country 

Favorite book, Movie, Or TV Show: Alex Rider 

Series, The Sandlot, Walker Texas Ranger 

Goals after High School: College 

If I had a million dollars I wouldé start a guitar 

collection. 

Let It Snow  
By: Lexi Spencer, Section Editor 

Be who you are and say what you feel, those who mind donôt matter and those who matter 

donôt mind. ïDr. Seuss.  

 

The Student Prevention Team facilitates drug, alcohol, and bullying prevention programs 

and events at Limestone Community High School. The Purpose of the program is to educate 

Limestone Community High School  students on the dangers of drug and alcohol abuse and 

the negative effects of bullying. The Student Prevention Team  also encourages healthy de-

cision making and acceptance of everyone. It helps to promote a positive school environ-

ment. The Student Prevention Team has been around for more than twenty-five years. It has 

been sponsored by Mrs. Decker and Ms. Marvin in past years. This is Ms. Brodbeckôs first 

year as the faculty sponsor of the Student Prevention Team. ñ 

 

Getting students involved is a great way to inspire students to get passionate about a cause. 

It will also encourage others to adopt a drug free lifestyle. Every year the Student Preven-

tion Team hosts Snowflake and Snowflurry events for the area grade schools. The events 

are led by the student members of the Student Prevention Team and encourage the grade 

school students to stay away from drugs and bullying. The Student Prevention Team also 

hosts Red Ribbon Week events in October and a Safe Prom Campaign in the spring  at 

Limestone Community High School.  

Illinois College Spotlight 
By: Cordell Rudolph, Reporter 

Location: Bloomington-Normal 

 

School Type: Public University, Coeduca-

tional 

 

Mascot: Redbirds 

 

Web site: www.illinoisstate.edu 

 

Average ACT: 24 

 

Average High School GPA: 3.38 

 

Student to Faculty Ratio: 19:1 

 

In -state tuition average (annually): 

$9,030 

 

Number of Applicants: 13,671 

 

Number of Acceptances: 9,141 

 

Undergraduate Enrollment: 18, 314 

 

 

Information Courtesy of Career Cruising 

Illinois State University  
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There is an eclectic group of twenty-two dedicated students at Limestone Commu-

nity High School.  They are known as the Speech Team.  The team is coached by 

Mrs. Look, Mrs. Largent, and a former LCHS Speech Team member Kelly Kooken-

Nells.  The team also has two captains to help lead; Juniors Kendra Ulrich and 

Christina Kaufman.  From the end of October to the middle of February, the Speech 

Team performs in fourteen events almost every Saturday at Central Illinois schools.  

The competition at these schools is steep, where the slightest mistake can destroy 

your chances of making it into finals.  However, ask any Speech Team member, the 

excitement experienced once you do make it into finals and win that first place prize 

far outweighs the disappointment of the times you did not make it.  Limestone re-

cently hosted its own speech competition known as the Early Bird Speech Invita-

tional.  Limestone did very well despite having a fairly young team.  LCHS had 

nineteen of its speech members make it into Varsity or JV finals.  Mrs. Look said, 

ñThe most important thing for students to know about the Speech Team is that it 

takes a lot of dedication and commitment; especially in an activity where there 

arenôt many spectators.ò 

Even though this is only the second year Limestone has been doing 

Rocket Scholars, it is still something to be respected because it lets 

students who work hard for their education stand out from the crowd. 

Not only can these seniors stand out in the crowd, but they can also 

add one more accomplishment to their college applications. 

 

To become a Rocket Scholar, students must meet or exceed in three 

subjects on the Prairie State Achievement Exam (PSAE). Those sub-

jects are math, reading and science. Mrs. Warrenôs advice on meeting 

or exceeding is to, ñtake both days of the test very seriously.ò By both 

days she mean the PSAE which takes place during the course of two 

separate days and how you do on both days determines your overall 

score for the PSAE. 

 

Not only will being a Rocket Scholar prove that a student has worked 

hard for their education, but they can also earn rewards for being a 

Rocket Scholar. For example, sweatshirts were given this year to 

every student who earned the title. Also, at graduation, the seniors 

who earned the title of Rocket Scholar will get an individual honor-

able mention in the program. Their names not only get noted during 

graduation, but they are also recognized in the Limestone Independent 

News, and the Rocket Review. 

 

The principal of Limestone, Mrs. Warren, has given advice to anyone 

who wants to become a Rocket Scholar in the future. She states that 

students should, ñprepare for the test (PSAE), eat a good breakfast, 

get a good night sleep the night before and do your best.ò  

By: Samantha Ruzicka, Editor In Chief 

Rocket Scholars Soar in the Classroom  

The 2011-2012 Limestone Community High School Rocket Scholars 
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Red Ribbon Week is a week that supports the prevention of drug and alcohol 

use in high schools across America. According to Mrs. Brodbeck, Social 

Worker, ñLimestone does a good job at getting the point of this week across.ò 

The school has a program called Student Prevention Team that helps to spread 

the word about drug prevention. Red Ribbon Week is not just about supporting 

oneôs peers but acting to prevent drug by not doing drugs themselves. Red Rib-

bon Week has a rich history and many people are inspired to prevent drug and 

alcohol use after they discover the devastation that caused Red Ribbon Week 

to be created. 

 

Limestone has the Student Prevention Team that helps to support the preven-

tion of drugs. They do things such as make posters and decorate the school in 

red ribbons. They also create questions on Rocket One to help spread the mes-

sage. To spread the word to even more, the Student Prevention Team invites 

grade schools as they host Snow flurry and Snowflake which are programs at 

Limestone that involve different activities to teach kids about drug prevention.  

 

The whole idea of being drug free is what Red Ribbon Week is about. It is 

high school and it is illegal to drink while in high school. Drugs are illegal to 

everyone no matter what age. The question that Red Ribbon Week proposes to 

everyone who is under the influence is, ñwhy?ò It is healthy to stay drug free   

and be legal, so why do it. Overall this is the message of the week. 

 

According to Mrs. Brodbeck,ò It is an eye opener and a good education pieceò. 

She stated, ñThink about the decisions you make now. Then think about your 

future.ò Red Ribbon Week is known to open eyes and is a message that is 

spread around the nation and you could be part of it. A big part of it was the 

story of Enrique Camarena. A drug enforcement administration agent, Enrique 

"Kiki" Camarena was doing an undercover job in 1985.  He ended up being 

captured and killed. After this terrible incident, Red Ribbon Week was formed. 

It was not completely recognized across the nation until a year later in 1988. 

President Ronald Reagan held a campaign along with his wife, to prevent the 

use of drugs and alcohol. Since then it is the worldôs largest drug and alcohol 

prevention campaign.  

 

This week was a week of drug and alcohol prevention. Red Ribbon Week has 

so many different ways to get involved. Join Student Prevention Team and 

keep drugs out of your life. Think about your future and reflect. Red Ribbon 

Week is something that is nationwide. It is something that a great percentage 

of people support. 

By: Felicia Gillan, Reporter 

Choose to Refuse  

No Speech Writers, No Teleprompters,  
No Problem 

By: Josh Carrington, Editor in Chief 

Kendra Ulrich poses with an 

award for her performance 

in  Dramatic Interpretation. 

 

Photo courtesy of  Christina 

Kaufman 


