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By Blake Anderson 

 Though some may not admit to it, the 

month of May is bittersweet for all of Lime-

stoneôs seniors as their time as a student will be 

coming to an end. 

 With thoughts of their departure, many 

seniors will be finding themselves asking where 

their time at Limestone has gone. Some even will 

wish that they had more time to eat chicken Wing 

Zings, enjoy the thrills of being a rocket rowdy, 

play a last game of their sport, sing the school 

song a final time or have one last year of Easter 

Seals. 

 But, alas, the time has come to say final 

goodbyes to favorite teachers, spend time with 

people they may never see again, and ultimately 

put Limestone in the past. 

 Although many seniors will be morose 

over graduating, it is really a time to be excited 

for the future. 

 The seniors have spent their last four 

years at Limestone preparing to embark on their 

future careers with the skills and confidence they 

need, whether it be at a university, in the military 

or going straight into the workforce. 

 As their days of being a Rocket come to 

an end, seniorsô minds will be running over the 

great times during their four years at Limestone, 

but they will also have their future in mind. 

 When asked their thoughts on graduating, 

senior Payne Gray stated, ñThere will be many 

things I miss from Limestone, like playing soccer, 

but the purpose of high school is to educate and 

prepare you for the future, so now that the school 

has prepared me, I am more than happy to move 

on.ò 

 Gray, who plans on attending Southern 

Illinois University Edwardsville, encourages oth-

ers to focus on the future rather than dwell in the 

past. 

 Another student who shares many of the 

same views as Gray is senior Trey Barnes, who 

explained his stance by adding, ñLimestone will 

always be a part of me and I have loved my time 

here, but as we grow older and begin our journey 

to being adult, you must leave some things in the 

past, like high school. Iôm very excited for my 

future at college, even though it means leaving 

things like Limestone behind.ò 

 With the window of opportunity wide 

open after high school, seniors will find them-

selves utilizing the lessons taught from Limestone 

constantly in the future.  
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Future starts now for senior class Prom committee     

provides a night to                

remember 

By Aubrey Boers 

With all the planning that went into making this 

yearôs prom a success, itôs no wonder so many Limestone 

students had a thoroughly enjoyable experience at the dance.  

Prior to the dance, junior Sam Callear, who was in-

volved in this yearôs planning, stated, ñIôm just really excited 

about everything, itôs been fun planning the prom. Itôs going 

to be a great night. 

Callear wasnôt the only one who was excited. As the 

clock neared 8 p.m., students began arriving in groups, ready 

to hit the dance floor and spend time with friends and signifi-

cant others. 

The DJ, named DJ You, provided the entertainment 

that kept the dance going. Throughout the night, his tunes 

kept the dance floor moving as Limestoneôs student body 

danced the night away. 

When asked his favorite part of the night, junior 

JôSean Williams exclaimed, ñall the dancing that went on and 

the location of the dance.ò 

Fellow junior Ashley Laws agreed, adding, ñmy fa-

vorite part of prom was dancing with all my friends.ò 

It wasnôt just the students having fun either; teacher 

chaperones got in on the fun as well, as Mr. Grant and Mr. 

Bell made multiple attempts to photo bomb pictures on the 

dance floor. Some students even tried to crowd surf as the 

music roared on. 

Overall, as this event often does, Prom capped off a 

year filled with fun times and lasting memories, bringing the 

student body close for one final dance during the 2013-14 

school year. 
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A time for reflection 
By Drew Hillman 

 Time is rapidly growing shorter for the seniors 

of Limestone High School as graduation is just around 

the corner.   

 Things are about to change and opportunity is 

abundant as we move on to better things.  The doors 

have been opened and it is now time to step into the 

real world.  As we take our last steps through Lime-

stone, we can reflect as a senior class on how high 

school has impacted us.  It will be a challenge for stu-

dents as it is scary leaving school to go out into real 

life, although it is something that we are all capable of 

doing. 

 Four years ago, we came from eight different 

schools and became one body of Rockets.  We started 

as bright eyed freshmen and are leaving as confident 

adults.  Our minds and bodies were transformed into 

educated beings, ready to take on the world.  Whether 

it is law school, becoming an underground welder or 

learning to be a successful entrepreneur, as students of 

Limestone High School, we have the ability to become 

whoever we want. 

 Those that have pushed us to be successful and 

have prepared us for the next level are the teachers at 

Limestone.  We have grown to learn that the teachers 

that challenge us the most are the teachers that we 

eventually have the most respect for.  They are the 

people that know how to get the most out of us to help 

make us the best we can be. In the future, we will have 

a boss that weôll work for and answer to.  By gaining 

necessary discipline and respect for authority at Lime-

stone, we will be prepared for the work field. 

 Life at Limestone has been a very fulfilling 

experience with many aspects that have impacted us in 

positive ways.  Some of our greatest memories in high 

school are those spent with friends and being involved 

in school functions, whether it was attending football 

games, getting excited for Easter Seals or preparing to 

say our last goodbyes as we graduate.   

 Building strong friendships is important and is 

something that we will cherish forever.  Being in-

volved in school activities and making memories as 

peers are the times that make a studentôs high school 

experience worth their while.  We will see the teachers 

and coaches who mentored and challenged us now as 

lifelong friends and advisors.  

 Looking back through the past four years, 

Limestone has been a genuine experience.  It has given 

us the ability to not only grow as students but prepare 

us for what is ahead.  We studied, we learned, we ma-

tured; now we graduate. 

 We were raised as Rockets, able to fly to great 

heights and distances, and to land somewhere success-

ful. 

By Amiee Bussell-Mullens 

 The end of the school year is rapidly approach-

ing for the class of 2014.  

 With the end of the year comes the last event 

for seniors, which is known as Senior Tea. Senior Tea 

marks the final opportunity for the 2014 class to be 

together as an entire group. 

 Although this event is something that happens 

every year, many seniors are unfamiliar with what Sen-

ior Tea is all about. 

 For those who donôt know, Senior Tea pro-

vides the graduating class with an opportunity to re-

flect on their four years of high school as a group, as 

well as one final chance to spend time with friends in-

side the schoolôs walls. 

 The event will take place at 1:45 p.m. on Sat-

urday, May 17, 2014, in the LCHS cafeteria. This 

event will be for senior students only. 

 When analyzing the event, Limestone Princi-

pal, Mrs. Warren, stated, ñThe senior tea is important 

because itôs a chance to get pictures and share memo-

ries with classmates.ò  

 This event will be hosted by the student coun-

cil and there will be refreshments along with a video 

showing highlights from the previous four years. This 

also gives students a chance to take pictures and get a 

good parking spot for the main event: graduation. 

 Although itôs a big step in life, graduating and 

leaving people youôve come to know and love, this 

event is important and will assuredly create loads of 

memories to hold on to for the rest of our lives. 
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SENIOR NEWS/REFLECTIONS 
Mrs. Warrenôs           

wisdomisms  
Dear Seniors,  

 Your high school days are coming to an end.  

The beliefs that you hold about yourself as a high 

school student are now going to be replaced with be-

liefs about yourself as a college student, an employee, 

a military trainee, or a trade school apprentice.  What 

are those new beliefs going to consist of?  What posi-

tive beliefs and what negative beliefs will you em-

brace as you take on this new role? 

 It is imperative to pay attention to what you 

believe about yourself because it is going to create 

your life experience.  You will accomplish or not ac-

complish things, depending upon what you believe 

about your ability to do so.  Be aware of your beliefs 

and work on changing the ones that are not serving 

you.  No one else can do that for you.  Research and 

common sense tell us that a positive self-image is the 

best possible preparation for success in life.  Believe 

in yourself and the ability to succeed in this next 

chapter of your life. 

 Throughout the rest of your life you will be 

faced with ups and downs.  You will encounter road-

blocks.  The beliefs you hold about yourself will de-

termine the outcome and impact those ups, downs, 

and roadblocks have on your life.  Rise above the 

misfortunes and remember who you are, what you  

 

 

 

stand for, what you believe, what you want to accom-

plish.  And, always choose to do the right thing. 

 Do not let others define you.  You are in con-

trol of your destiny.  Controlling your destiny begins 

with controlling your thoughts.  The mind is the most 

powerful part of the human body.  Watch your 

thoughts for they become your words.  Watch your 

words for they become your actions. Watch your ac-

tions for they become your habits.  Watch your habits 

for they become your character.  And watch your 

character for it becomes your destiny.  What we 

think, we become. 

 You are an amazing group of individuals--

full of talent, enthusiasm, compassion, intelligence, 

athleticism, creativity, integrity, honor, pride, cour-

age, and joy.  Remember who you are.  Believe in 

your potential, for you have tremendous potential.  

Believe in YOU and know that we believe in you. 

 Best wishes for a future full of promise and 

potential, 

Mrs. Warren 

ñYou have brains in your head. You have feet in your 

shoes. You can steer yourself in any direction 

you choose. You're on your own, and you know what 

you know. And you are the guy who'll decide where 

to go.ò                 

--Dr. Seuss  
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Senior Tea caps off four year friendships 



Honors night rec-

ognizes efforts 

By McCaulie Morgan 

 On Sunday, May 4 in the Limestone au-

ditorium, the annual Honors Program was held. 

 Honors night provided an opportunity to 

recognize all the accomplishments of the senior 

class. Throughout the night, there were academ-

ic and athletic awards given out, along with 

Spanish and French society also getting recog-

nized. In order to qualify for the awards and po-

tential scholarships, the students had to fill out 

an extensive application, and in some cases, 

write an essay, during the month of January.  

 The scholarship committee, which is full 

of many individuals in the area chose the stu-

dents that qualified for the awards. From there, 

each department, such as Fine-Arts, Industrial 

Technology, Business, English, Spanish, French 

and many more, gave out an award to a student 

of their choice who had excelled in that particu-

lar field or subject of study. Students involved 

with community service events, such as Lime-

stone`s Key Club and AFJROTC, also received 

recognition throughout the night.  

 As a whole, the honors program is for 

recognition of student accomplishments of grad-

uating seniors. The awards which were given 

out are acknowledgement for how the students 

did in academics or how athletes did in their 

respective sports. 

 Ms. Decker who was in charge of the 

honors night added, ñit is just really nice to be 

able to recognize so many students for all that 

they do, not only academic but community ser-

vice, activities, leadership and athletics.ò 

 What was also great about this event is it 

allowed some students who may not receive 

wide recognition for their efforts an opportunity 

to be honored for all that they do behind the 

scenes.  

 The honorees received anything from 

plaques with their name on them to medallions, 

certificates, and even scholarships for their hard 

work. This year scholarships ranged from $250 

to a generous $3000. The scholarships are pro-

vided by local area families, organizations or 

businesses in Bartonville, or previous faculty 

members, in an attempt to help students out 

with financial concerns that come with ad-

vanced levels of education. 

 The main event was the announcement 

of the valedictorian. This year Sydney Bontz, 

Marissa Boyer, Rachel Dunham, Drew Hillman, 

Katie Metcalf and Rebekah Schultz all tied for 

the honor. Jennifer Rasbury was announced as 

the salutatorian, and the remaining top ten per-

cent was, Trey Barnes, Andrew Chiarvalle, 

Ashley Jones, Dalton Dieckow, Tori Behm, 

Caylee Friday, BreAnn Wieburg, Grant Smith, 

John Ortman, Rebecca Kelly, Nicholas Celiber-

ti, Payne Gray, Avery Duling, Curtis Hauk Jr., 

Brian Williams and Alexander Mines.    

Limestoneôs art de-

partment gets crea-

tive 

By Amiee Bussell-Mullens 

 Looking for a great class to take? Look no 

further than the art department. 

 Freshman year, intro to art is the only class 

available; however, after that, there are loads of op-

portunities. The classes offered after freshman year 

are ceramics, photography, drawing and painting, 

sculpture and commercial art, which is divided into 

three types; those types are graphic, production and 

illustration. In some of the classes, students can spe-

cialize or advance in as little as one year. 

 For art students, one event they can look for-

ward to being a part of is the Mid-Illini Art Show 

which showcases art from all Mid-Illini schools. On 

occasion, students can also be a part of other art 

shows as well. 

 In the art classes, students can work with 

many different materials, such as canvases, paints, 

paint brushes and paper. Students can also work with 

bigger items, such as the kiln, which is a high tem-

perature oven that fires clay, creating finished ceram-

ics pieces. 

 When asked why art was so important to her, 

Limestone art teacher Mrs. Bentley said, ñI feel there 

is a big reach in education towards math and English 

and core classes, which is great, but the arts teach 

you to think differently. The arts give you a different 

perspective on how to solve problems, so when you 

get to those high stake test that are so important for 

students and for schools and itôs a question you canôt 

answer, the arts teaches you how to think so that you 

can come up with an answer.ò 

 Some students go on to major in art, but it can 

help you in other situations too, like getting in tune 

with your crafty side to start projects or make gifts 

for others, or if you have to solve a problem that 

needs a creative touch. Art classes arenôt the only 

class in the fine arts department that do this though. 

Band and Choir require you to think and be creative 

as well, and without these amazing programs, crea-

tivity will be lost.  

 If any of this sounds interesting, stop by the 

art department and check it out. It will surely be 

worth your time   

Choral concert 

provides spring en-

tertainment 

By Carter Carroll 

 When spring storms roll around, they 

also bring the thunderous voices of the Lime-

stone choral department. 

 This yearôs storm was stronger than ever 

as Limestoneôs choral department bellowed out 

a variety of fun, springtime tunes. 

 There was one marked difference in this 

yearôs concert that provided the choir with an 

extra spark. Ms. Nannen, who has been a fixture 

in Limestoneôs fine arts department, announced 

she will be taking a three year leave of absence 

to further fulfill her passion for teaching. Nan-

nen will be taking classes to further her educa-

tion at the University of Nebraska at Lincoln in 

an effort to receive her PhD. in music education. 

 As this would be her last concert at 

Limestone for a great deal of time, it was the 

ultimate goal of the choir department to make 

Ms. Nannenôs last concert fantastic, which they 

did and then some.  

 Ms. Nannen, echoed the same thoughts, 

speaking of her wish to go out on a high note. ñI 

want the program to be strong,ò said Ms. Nan-

nenò We have outstanding students here.ò 

 The spring concert was a bit different 

than the winter concert because it actually had 

two parts. The first half consisted of traditional 

choral music, such as She Walks in Beauty, Bat-

tle of Jericho and many more. The second half 

turned into a Broadway musical, including 

songs from Rent, Hairspray and Newsies. 

 ñThereôs choreography, more involve-

ment, and more theatrical aspects than other 

concertsò Ms. Nannen said. ñThis concert is 

based on mostly musical theater.ò 

 Advance Vocal Jazz, Vocal Jazz, fresh-

man boys and girls, and concert choir all were 

hitting their highs as they gave it their all. Great 

job goes out to all who participated. On behalf 

of the Limestone Choir, the students and faculty 

would like to thank Mrs. Nannen for her time 

and efforts here at LCHS; they will not be for-

gotten. 
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